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QUESTIONABLE PRACTICES IN 
BIOGRAPHICAL WORKS 


HE Subscription Books Commit- 

tee receives frequent requests for 
more reviews of biographical publications. 
This presents a problem not easily solved. 
The number of who’s who publications 
for special fields and localities is ever 
increasing. Included among these are 


many publications with contents of doubt- 
ful value as well as many which will 
prove to be short-lived. Sometimes the 
Committee, knowing of certain publica- 
tions, is not able to obtain review copies 
or to publish reviews within a reasonable 
period of time. 
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The Committee receives two distinct 
kinds of inquiries about unreviewed bio- 
graphical works. A library wants infor- 
mation concerning a prepublication offer 
or about a work recently off the press. 
Secondly, a library wants information for 
a patron who wishes to know the standing 
of a publication to which he is being asked 
to submit biographical data. 

Certain procedures may be followed by 
the librarian to check the dependability of 
publications not reviewed. If the pub- 
lisher is well known, it is not difficult to 
estimate the probable quality of his prod- 
uct on a basis of past performance. A 
group of reputable persons outstanding in 
a particular field of knowledge may be 
serving as an advisory board, or the editor 
may have been responsible for related 
compilations. However, these are only 
clues to the probable reliability of the 
publication. When a prepublication dis- 
count is offered on a work, be cautious. 
Though a saving of several dollars might 
be effected by prepublication purchase, the 
entire price might prove a waste upon 
receipt of the books. Waiting to exam- 
ine the published work before purchase, 
in spite of having to pay the full price, 
might be the greater economy in the long 
run. Sureness of the quality of the prod- 
uct, through actual examination, elim- 
inates any money risk. Actual examina- 
tion is often unnecessary in the case of 
works published by learned societies and 
professional groups about which libraries 
are well informed. 

An individual solicited for biograph- 
ical information about himself should be 
wary of those publishers who request 
financial aid. Certain ones require of the 


biographee payment for inclusion of bio- 
graphical data or a portrait, or make the 
purchase of the volume obligatory. 

Some publishers solicit living persons 
of prominence, nationally or locally, re- 
questing permission to prepare a sketch 
for inclusion in a forthcoming encyclo- 
pedia of biography. The sketch is to be 
accompanied by a portrait, the “cost” of 
which may or may not be specified in the 
contract. Sometimes the publisher’s rep- 
resentative shows a handsomely bound 
sample volume, copies of which are said 
to appear on the shelves of many libraries. 
An investigation of libraries in the area 
may reveal volumes which are identical 
with the sample neither in content nor 
binding. There are instances where the 
biographical sketches are issued as in- 
dividual monographs in series and pre- 
sented to libraries by the publisher. The 
biographee pays the entire cost which 
naturally must be considerable. 

Similar offers are made to families of 
recently deceased persons with the sug- 
gestion that the monograph, or sketch, 
with accompanying portrait, is a fitting 
tribute to the memory of the dead. Need- 
less to say, the price for the portrait and 
for the preparation or printing of the 
sketch is usually exorbitant. 

The practice of supporting a publica- 
tion by such means is questionable. The 
volumes, while including sketches of some 
persons of note, who presumably do not 
pay for inclusion, are often padded with 
biographies of obscure persons. Also open 
to question are the biographical diction- 
aries encased in opulent bindings. Both 
types of publications class as “vanity” 
publishing. Such compiling and selling 
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practices in the biographical encyclopedia 
field have been found objectionable. 
From time to time publications of the 
type under discussion have been issued by 
firms whose names seem to indicate con- 
nection with national historical societies 


or projects. Investigation has shown 
that no connection exists. Information in 
regard to the publisher’s standing may be 
obtained through either the local Better 
Business Bureau or through the national 
Better Business Bureau, in New York 
City. (A list of addresses of Better 
Business Bureaus is found on page 24 of 
this issue.) Patrons may be referred to 
the same sources, and they would be well 
advised to seek competent legal counsel 
before signing any contract with firms of 
the type discussed in this and preceding 
paragraphs. 

Despite the objectionable compiling 





and selling practices mentioned above, 
reference librarians sometimes turn to vol- 
umes of the type under discussion as a 
last resort. These doubtful sources some- 
times list individuals not included in the 
standard biographical works. The biog- 
raphies found are highly laudatory rather 
than critical and the data can not be con- 
sidered completely reliable. —The demand 
for biographical data in the community 
served must govern the extent of pur- 
chases in the subject field, but librarians 
should keep in mind the fact that purchase 
encourages the continuation of doubtful 
publications. 

Real assistance to the Subscription 
Books Committee may be rendered by for- 
warding to the American Library Asso- 
ciation specific information regarding 
publications compiled or sold through 
questionable practices. 


REVIEWS 


Canadian pictorial library; arranged, 
compiled and edited under the direc- 
tion of the Iroquois press. 5v., loose- 
leaf extension binder. 24 x 16cm. 
Toronto, Iroquois pr., 1935. 1361p. 
(approx.) illus. pl. ports. maps. 
$37 cash; $39.50 time payment. 

The Iroquois press is listed in the 
Canadian trade index and in Fraser’s 
Canadian trade directory with the ad- 
dress 32 Front St. W., Toronto, Ontario. 
No information was available to the re- 
viewer as to editorial staff and publication 
policy of this organization. 

The general editorial work on Cana- 
dian pictorial library is credited to Miss 


L. Pearl Whitton. In the introduction, 
which is unsigned, acknowledgment is 
made to various departments of the Cana- 
dian government, to city officials, to the 
press and to teachers who have assisted. 
Seven individuals are mentioned on the 
title pages as being responsible for cer- 
tain departments, and biographical notes 
and portraits are supplied for six of them 
in volume one. 

According to the introduction these vol- 
umes contain “just what every boy and 
girl in Canada should know, and grown- 
ups too, for that matter.” 

The set contains five volumes, contents 
of which are, roughly, as follows: 
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v.1. Table of contents; arithmetic; 
banks and banking; geography. 

v.2. Geography (cont’d); domestic 
science; grammar; handwriting; history 
of Canada; premiers of Canada; Cana- 
dian biography. 

v.3. Canadian biography (cont’d) ; 
national parks of Canada; agriculture; 
kindergarten; storytelling; primary de- 
partment. 

v.4. Primary department (cont'd) ; 
primary arithmetic; nature study; Cana- 
dian animals ; Canadian birds; Canadian 
flowers; wonders of the world; story of 
land ; story of water; story of air; stories 
of common things ; boy scouts ; girl guides. 

v.5. Girl guides (cont’d); Royal 
Canadian mounted police; Indians of 
Canada; leading Canadian industries; 
wonders of industry; special days; index. 

Volume | contains the table of contents 
for the whole set. This table is not di- 
vided in any way to indicate what sub- 
jects are in each volume. In fact it 
would be rather difficult to do so, for a 
volume ends in the middle of an article 
or of a sentence, and the same sentence 
is continued without comment in the next 
volume (see volume 3 and volume 4). 
The pagination is continuous throughout 
the set. Plates are not numbered. The 
articles are not placed in any formal ar- 
rangement. The only access to the ma- 
terial in these articles is through the index 
in volume 5 or the contents in volume 1, 
so that for quick reference the set is not 
the equal of works arranged alpha- 
betically. 

The articles on the whole are fairly 
long with headings in bold type for each 
subdivision. ‘They are not signed but 


certain departments have had their au- 
thors indicated on the title pages. 

The arithmetic article, the sections 
on grammar, handwriting, agriculture, 
kindergarten, the primary department, 
nature study, Canadian wild life all are 
teaching courses in synopsis with teach- 
ing material included and are not writ- 
ten to stimulate a young reader to 
excursions of his own. Thus, in the 
Canadian flowers section, fifteen ex- 
amples of wild flowers are chosen for 
description and some are illustrated with 
colored plates. This number may be all 
a teacher can discuss in class during a 
year but for a reference work it gives 
a barren picture of the Canadian flower 
kingdom. The child and the adult should 
be directed to adequate flower guides. 
This criticism is true for other sections. 
No warblers are mentioned in the bird 
section, nor is any reference made to titles 
by Taverner, whose work on Canadian 
birds has been issued in a government 
series. “The section on national parks is 
of a guidebook character and mainly fac- 
tual. The section on Indians and on the 
Royal Canadian mounted police is too 
short and vague to be useful. The offi- 
cial manuals of the boy scouts and girl 
guides are more useful than the section 
included on these topics. The story- 
telling section is disappointing as the 
stories are poor and some are badly 
written. 

The geography section covers Canada 
in general and then the provinces in de- 
tail. Useful reference material is in- 
cluded here, such as the industries of the 
provinces, coat of arms of each, etc. The 
articles are written in a factual and not 
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very readable style. Figures and pictures 
are out of date in many cases. This sec- 
tion contains a gazetteer of Canadian 
cities and towns. 

The section on Canadian history begins 
with Cabot’s discovery of Canada and 
ends with World War I but is too scrappy 
to be valuable. Most of the subject mat- 
ter and proper names mentioned in this 
section are not included in the index. 
Canadian biography includes contempo- 
rary and past personalities, famous and 
obscure, from all ranks and professions. 
The basis of selection appears somewhat 
haphazard. The names are largely from 
the 19th and 20th centuries. Among 
names not found in this section are those 
of such explorers as Radisson and La 
Vérendrye; the martyrs, Brébeuf and 
Lalemant; the heroines, Madame La 
Tour and Madelaine de Vércheres; the 
Indian chief, Joseph Brant; the poet, 
Bliss Carman; and the painter Cornelius 
Kreighoff. 

The section on special days omits three 
Canadian holidays—St. John the Baptist 
Day, the national holiday of the Province 
of Quebec; Armistice or Remembrance 
Day kept throughout Canada; Loyalist 
Day kept in some parts of New Bruns- 
wick to honor the early settlers. The 
holidays included contain a history of the 
day, stunts, games and plays, all of a 
rather stereotyped character. 

The set lacks cross references. For ex- 
ample the biography section lists Gladys 
Marie Smith on p.645, but there is no 
reference in the text or index to her 
better-known stage name of Mary Pick- 
ford nor to her portrait opposite p.624. 
Biographical text has been printed on the 


verso of some of the plates—for example, 
the R. B. Bennett portrait. As plates are 
not indexed, there is likewise no index 
reference to this biographical information. 
Almost entirely unindexed are such sec- 
tions of the set as history of Canada, the 
story in wheat, glass, cotton, etc., special 
days, the poems, stories, etc. included in 
the kindergarten and primary sections, 
and so on. 

Typographical errors were noted, e.g., 
Frichette for Fréchette. The illustra- 
tions include photographs reproduced in 
greenish or pinkish tints; Canadian art 
masterpieces in color; colored flags; dia- 
grams, drawings, sketches, etc., some of 
which are colored. Most of the color 
work is badly reproduced and the colors 
are not true when compared with the 
original. Specific cases are the Union 
Jack, lady slipper, Canada jay and most 
of the works of art. Illustrations, print 
and paper indicate cheapness in manufac- 
ture. The binding is in red mottled 
Rexine stamped in gold and seems dur- 
able. The five volumes and the loose- 
leaf binder are uniform in binding and 
size. They are stamped with volume 
numbers but not with the paging which is 
the Index reference. 

The supplementary material for the ex- 
tension binder was not available for ex- 
amination. 

The set as a whole is stodgy and un- 
imaginative ; it will not arouse the child’s 
interest or ambition to read further. The 
teacher might find the set useful as a 
working tool although graduates of most 
normal schools would be equipped with 
much better material than is provided 
here. This set adds little to material 
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already available at a low cost in other 
Canadian publications, and from other 
sources, more reliable as to presentation. 
Art reproductions are available also 
through the National Art Gallery, 
Ottawa, and the Art Gallery of Toronto 
at a nominal cost. 

In consideration of the inadequacies 
noted throughout the set, the need for re- 
vision of all statistical and political in- 
formation, the poor organization, the 
incompleteness of the index, and the price 
which places the set in a class where a 
better tool should be expected, the Cana- 
dian pictorial library is not recom- 
mended. 


Hortus second; a concise dictionary of 
gardening, general horticulture and 
cultivated plants in North America; 
comp. by L. H. Bailey and Ethel Zoe 
Bailey. 2d ed. 26cm. N.Y., Mac- 
millan, 1941, c1930, 1935 and 1941. 
778p. fabrikoid $12. 

The present work is a new edition of 
the Hortus published in 1930. In 1935 
a reprint with a supplement appeared. 
It is planned to issue new editions every 
ten years with possible supplements every 
five years. Mudge’s note in Guide to 
reference books, sixth edition, 1936, 
gives the first Hortus as a supplement to 
the Standard cyclopedia of horticulture. 

Many persons have helped in the prep- 
aration of the volume, chiefly those con- 
nected with the staff of Cornell univer- 
sity. Contributing specialists in other 
universities and fields are noted in the 
preface. 

Hortus second attempts to register all 
the plants known to growers in North 


America up to the midyear of 1940. The 
arrangement is alphabetically by genus 
and species followed by common names 
with concise annotations for each. Nu- 
merous cross references are given. The 
record is made from catalogs of com- 
mercial dealers, from current journals 
and exchanges among growers. 

The definitions of plant terms are 
clear and concise, as: genera, species, 
bract, and corolla. Longer articles are 
given on horticultural terms; e.g., an- 
nuals, graftage, lawn propagation; also 
similar articles on individual fruits, nuts 
and vegetables; e.g., avocado, lettuce, 
mushrooms, tomato, pecan. Some of these 
are revised from the 1930 edition and 
some are rewritten, as: lawn, mushrooms, 
pecan. Special attention is given to 
changes in nomenclature. The Interna- 
tional rules of spelling are used. 

The format is good. The text is set 
in double column. The type varies as 
follows: Headings of main separate ar- 
ticles and genera in large capitals; sec- 
ondary entries, cross references, defini- 
tions, vernacular terms in small capitals; 
species, synonyms, and varieties in black 
small type. The volume is bound in 
brown fabrikoid, the paper is satisfactory. 

Small and medium-sized libraries may 
not need this volume unless there is an 
interest in gardening. Hortus second is 
recommended. 


The how and why library; little ques- 
tions that lead to great discoveries, by 
Mrs. Eleanor Atkinson; Lyon N. 
Richardson, advisory editor ; Costumes 
through the ages, by Ramon Peyton 
Coffman. 6v. 26cm. Cleveland, L. J. 
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Bullard co., c1941, 1930-39. 1150p. 

(approx.) illus. Dupont fabrikoid 

$21.56. Other bindings available in 

different combinations of volumes at 
various prices. 

The How and why library, last re- 
viewed in the Subscription Books Bulle- 
tin, for April 1935, has grown from a 3- 
volume work to one of 6 volumes. The 
first 3, edited by Mrs. Eleanor Atkinson, 
are paged continuously; volumes 4 and 
5, edited by George W. Diemer, are 
paged continuously as another unit, 
while volume 6 is unpaged. Each volume 
has its own title, which somewhat in- 
dicates the scope of the contents: v.1, 
My travel book; v.2, My nature book; 
v.3, My knowledge book; v.4, My story 
book; v.5, My hero book; v.6, My ac- 
tivity book. Volume numbering is not 
given on the binding nor in some cases 
on the title page. 

The earliest copyright date listed is 
1930, although the previous review in- 
dicated that much of the material came 
from the New student’s reference work 
in 1920. The T. G. Nichols co. holds 
the 1930 and 1941 copyrights for volumes 
4 and 5. In volume 6 an acknowledg- 
ment is made to Child Activities Maga- 
zine for permission to use illustrations 
and text which have appeared in that pub- 
lication. No editorial explanation is 
given of these various connections. 

The set is evidently planned for use by 
and with children of the primary and 
early intermediate grades. It includes 
besides stories and poems, short articles 
on industries, geography, science and 
natural history, together with anecdotes 
about some famous Americans. ‘There 


are, in addition, brief articles answering 
miscellaneous questions, such as: “Why 
does a bee hum? What is the horizon? 
Why the edges of coins are milled,” etc. 
Several brief sermons by Dr. Frank 
Crane may also be found in each of the 
first three volumes. 

Definite information is difficult to find 
because of the tendency to generalize 
rather than to be specific. The style 
throughout is informal, often written 
down and playful. For example, in an 
article entitled “The wonderful art of 
making mud pies,” v.3, p.495, sentences 
read as follows, “What lovely mud the 
workman make in the big tanks when clay 
flour is mixed with water and stirred into 
a milky paste! Think of the little china 
bowl you eat bread and milk from once 
being an earthy milk itself, then dried to 
a dough and rolled and shaped and baked 
like the bread you put into the milk.” 

Few articles are signed; a notable ex- 
ception, however, is “Costume through 
the ages” by Ramon Peyton Coffman. 

A very full table of contents and topi- 
cal outline called Instant Guide prefaces 
volume 1. This should have some value 
in schools since it groups subjects accord- 
ing to many teaching units. Each vol- 
ume, except the sixth, has its own table 
of contents and index, but titles only are 
indexed in volumes 4 and 5. The lack of 
a general index to the set is a real handi- 
cap. Articles are usually listed under one 
rather broad subject. For example, the 
only index entry for an article “The 
little black children who lived in a zoo” is 
Negroes, Story of. There is nothing 
under Africa or Children and under 
Slaves only a cross reference to Negroes. 
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Evidence of careless editing is noted in 
a reference to Mr. John Burrows (sic), 
v.2, p.326; in a map of American books 
for children, v.3, p.656, where Quest of 
the fishdog skin is ascribed to Barber in- 
stead of Schultz; and in the title of Coff- 
man’s article on costume, which is called 
“Costumes” on the title page but “Cos- 
tume’”’ in the article itself. 

Despite many illustrations, both colored 
and black and white, and a clear typeface 
of good size, the typographical effect of 
the set is old-fashioned. The colored il- 
lustrations on the whole are the better 
ones. Volumes 1 to 5 inclusive are well 
bound in washable fabrikoid; volume 6, 
larger in size, is spiral bound with stiff 
paper covers. 

An earlier edition than the one under 
review was not available for comparison, 
but a check on the criticisms made in 
Subscription Books Bulletin, April 1935, 
shows that corrections in those points have 
been made. The editorial policy as to 
style and treatment remains the same. 

Because of the fanciful and indefinite 
presentation of information and because 
more recent readable, factual material is 
available at less cost, the How and why 
library is not recommended. 


The new garden encyclopedia; a 
complete, practical and convenient 
guide to every detail of gardening... ; 
edited by E. L. D. Seymour. 22cm. 
N.Y., William H. Wise & co., 1941. 
c1936, 1941. x, 1348p. fabrikoid $3; 
de luxe ed. leatherette $4; reprint 
1942, $1.98. 

An earlier edition of the Garden en- 
cyclopedia was reviewed in Subscription 


Books Bulletin, July 1936. The present 
edition contains new material on the 
subject of soilless culture and other de- 
velopments in the science of gardening. 
Among the new articles are: soil conser- 
vation; bio-dynamics; nutrient solution. 
Examples of revised articles are: soil test- 
ing; standards. The amount of new ma- 
terial included represents about fifty 
pages. 

The volume examined is bound in a 
light-weight material of the fabrikoid 
type. The sewing is good but the light 
cover and weak hinges will withstand 
little use. Type is small but clear and 
legible. A medium-grade paper with a 
slight gloss is used. The pages in the 
new edition have noticeably narrower 
margins which would make rebinding 
impossible. The 1942 reprint has not 
been examined by the Committee. 

The new edition is not an essential pur- 
chase for libraries and individuals having 
the earlier edition in good condition. 
Many libraries will wish to replace worn 
copies at the reduced price. The New 
garden encyclopedia is recommended. 


The Oxford companion to American 
literature; by James D. Hart. 24x 
16%4cm. London, Oxford university 
pr., c1941. viii, 888p. cloth $5. 
James D. Hart is a member of the 

English department of the University of 

California and primarily concerned with 

the teaching of American literature. In 

his preface to the Oxford companion to 

American literature he explains in detail 

the exact aim and the limitations which he 

had to enforce upon himself for the task 
of producing a single volume portraying 
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“the American mind and the American 
scene, as these are reflected in and in- 
fluenced by American literature.” 

The book is alphabetic in arrangement. 
It includes biographies of American and 
Canadian authors with short bibliogra- 
phies of their works; foreign authors who 
have written important books about the 
United States or who bear some relation 
to American literature; persons who. are 
not authors but who have been important 
in the nation’s social history and culture, 
i.e., educators, political figures, explorers, 
colonial historians, book collectors and 
printers. It contains summaries and de- 
scriptions of important novels, stories, 
essays, poems and plays, and major Cana- 
dian literary works down to the present 
time; definitions and historical outlines 
of literary schools and movements; in- 
formation on literary societies, periodicals, 
newspapers, anthologies, cooperative pub- 
lications, and some literary awards; as 
well as articles on religious sects, wars, 
laws and documents, educational institu- 
tions, important cities and regions, politi- 
cal parties and popular slogans. 

To cover these items completely in the 
compass of one volume is impossible and 
omissions have been noted. A check of 
entries with the Cambridge history of 
American literature, however, shows that 
a remarkably high proportion of the en- 
tries in that set are included and in ad- 
dition many entries for authors, titles and 
movements of the present day. 

A comparison of the Oxford com- 
panion to American literature with 
Pierce, An outline of Canadian literature, 
shows the listings for major Canadian 
literature in the former volume to be in- 


complete. Although there are entries for 
such authors as Carman, Roberts, Hali- 
burton and Leacock, there are none for 
Pickthall, Johnson, Le May, Garneau 
and Howe. There is a full discussion of 
the “Star spangled banner” but no refer- 
ence is made to the Canadian national 
song. On the whole, however, Canadian 
items have been included more generously 
than is usual in a work primarily of 
United States interest. 

Following the alphabetic arrangement 
is a Chronological index, a year-by-year 
outline from 1000 to 1941, giving in 
parallel columns literary and social his- 
tory summarized in this volume. It is to 
be noted however that if a name does not 
appear in the Chronological index, it is 
frequently to be found in the body of the 
book. Dates were checked with the Ox- 
ford anthology of American literature 
and the Dictionary of American biogra- 
phy. Where dates are questioned Mr. 
Hart seems in general to follow the Dic- 
tionary of American biography. 

When two or more members of a 
family have attained literary importance 
the main entry may be under the name of 
the individual who attained greatest im- 
portance, with subordinate entries for 
the other members of the family. For 
example, there is an entry for Beecher, 
Lyman, with subordinate entries for 
Catherine Esther Beecher and Henry 
Ward Beecher (thus). This will be con- 
fusing to the reader who may look for 
the entry in its proper alphabetic sequence 
and may fail to find a cross reference. 
Otherwise cross references are well or- 
ganized. For example, Norsemen in 
America, see Vineland, under which are 
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q.v. references to Leif Ericsson, and 
Thorfinn Karlsefni. 

The text is set double column with 
clear print. In the headings for entries 
the names of characters, organizations, 
etc., are in bold type; of real persons in 
boldface capitals, with subordinate en- 
tries in small capitals; and titles in heavy 
italics. The paper is satisfactory. Page 
margins have ample space for rebinding. 
The volume is well bound in a good qual- 
ity of cloth. 

Other reviews of The Oxford com- 
panion to American literature are listed 
in Book Review Digest, October 1941. 


It is recommended for general use. 


The Oxford dictionary of quotations ; 
with an introduction by Carl Van 
Doren. 25cm. London, Oxford univ. 
pr., 1941. xiii, 879p. $5. 

The work is a compilation by a small 
committee formed of members of the Ox- 
ford university press under the general 
editorship of Alice Mary Smyth. Accord- 
ing to the compilers “the existing diction- 
aries (including several large works of 
American editorship) were taken as a 
foundation and the entries . . . considered 
individually for rejection or inclusion. It 
is primarily intended to be a dictionary of 
familiar quotations and not an anthology 
of every author good and bad; popularity 
and not merit being the password to in- 
clusion.” 

The arrangement of quotations is al- 
phabetical by author. The Book of Com- 
mon Prayer (14 pages of quotations) and 
the Bible (29 pages of quotations) come 
after this alphabetical arrangement, fol- 
lowed immediately by the Anonymous 


and the Miscellaneous entries, the latter 
including ballads, nursery rhymes and 
one page of quotations from Punch. After 
this come the Latin and Greek sections 
and then the foreign quotations (which 
are again arranged alphabetically by au- 
thor in each of the languages represented ). 
A short section of Addenda follows. 
Thus there are at least eight alphabetical 
arrangements. Arrangement of quota- 
tions by subject groups in a single alpha- 
bet would have afforded an easier and 
more natural approach. 

The index by keyword occupies ap- 
proximately one third of the total bulk of 
the book. It is divided into two parts, 
the first indexing all quotations in Eng- 
lish. The second part contains vernacular 
indexes for the Latin, Greek, French, 
Italian, Spanish and German sections. Of 
the Latin quotations only those phrases 
that are likely to be familiar to readers 
are indexed; the unfamiliar context is 
not. In the English translations much 
the same principle has been followed: 
where the quotation is likely to be known 
to the reader in its English equivalent 
it has been indexed ; where only the Latin 
is familiar and a translation is merely to 
assist the reader it is left unindexed. The 
arrangement of the keyword index in sev- 
eral sections by language makes the search 
for a quotation a slow process. The in- 
dex reference is to page and column only. 
Location of the desired item could have 
been facilitated by numbering the quota- 
tions in each column or on each page. 

In the main text under each author the 
arrangement of the extracts is alphabetical 
according to the title of the poem or work 
from which the quotation is taken. When 
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authors have written both poetry and 
prose the poetry is given first. No infor- 
mation as to author’s occupation or na- 
tionality is given. Forty-four authors 
have no identification other than their 
names. ‘There is no uniformity in the 
notation of date of author’s birth and 
death. No indication is given of the 
death of some authors, mostly American. 
Among these are Don Marquis, who died 
in 1937, and Percy Hammond, who died 
in 1936. The date of Walt Whitman’s 
birth is questioned though the Dictionary 
of American biography gives it definitely 
as May 31, 1819. Sir Owen Seaman is 
designated as having died in 1935, but 
authorities, including the Encyclopaedia 
Britannica, agree on 1936. 

In the section A-Aldrich the work has 
but one author entry not included in Bart- 
lett’s Familiar quotations whereas in the 
same section Bartlett has 19 author entries 
not included in the Oxford, among them 
Franklin Pierce Adams, Henry Adams, 
John Adams, George Ade, Conrad Aiken, 
Louisa May Alcott, Richard Aldington, 
and Dorothy Aldis. 

In the section S-Sears the Oxford has 
two entries not included in Bartlett 
(John L. St. John, Ira D. Sankey) 
whereas Bartlett has 28 not in the Ox- 
ford, including George Saintsbury, Carl 
Sandburg, George Santayana, John Saxe, 
Dorothy Sayers, Robert Schauffler and 
Carl Schurz. 

Generally the authors included in the 
Oxford but omitted in Bartlett are rep- 
resented by one or two lines of verse, the 
title of a song or of a book. The Oxford 
abounds with examples of the last two 
categories, using mostly English titles. 


There are few instances where dis- 
puted sources of a quotation are men- 
tioned, the compilers considering their 
own findings final. For instance, the 
familiar quotation “Whom the gods 
would destroy, they first make mad” is 
attributed to Joshua Barnes (with no 
notation as to date of his birth or death 
and with an interrogation mark after 
his name). This appears as a Latin 
quotation with no acknowledgment of the 
possibility of its origination by either 
Aeschylus or Euripides, to one of whom it 
is usually attributed. The English version 
as given in the Oxford is “Whom God 
would destroy, He first sends mad” 
which, while an accurate translation of 
Joshua Barnes’ Latin, is not the familiar 
quotation. Other variations of the saying 
which have appeared down the ages are 
not noted. 

American users will note the omission 
of many quotations considered familiar 
in this country. For library reference 
purposes the arrangement of both text 
and indexes in several alphabets decreases 
the value of the volume. 

The Oxford dictionary of quotations 
is substantially bound, the paper of good 
quality, and the print readable. 

It is recommended only for large li- 
braries, as an additional source. 


Religious leaders of America: vol. 2, 
1941-42; ed. by J. C. Schwarz. 277 
Broadway, N.Y., The Editor, c1941. 
1147p. fabrikoid $12.50. 

Volume 1 was published under the title, 

Who’s who in the clergy, 1935-36, and 

was reviewed in Subscription Books Bul- 


letin, October 1937. According to the 
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preface in the latest volume “The change 
in name is significant of a similar expan- 
siveness in the scope of the work . . .” 
which includes “religious groups who 
have no clergy in the accepted sense. . . .” 
Persons who have retired, or whose ac- 
tivities since publication of volume 1 have 
involved no new information, are listed 
with reference to the earlier volume. A 
necrology would increase the value of 
this work, which is evidently designed for 
permanent reference use. 

As in the previous volume, information 
given for each individual usually includes 
present position, date and place of birth, 
parents, education, to whom married, date 
of ordination, positions held, publications, 
membership in societies and organizations 
and present address. A check of several 
biographies with entries for the same per- 
sons in Who’s who in America indicated 
accuracy of information. There are 77 
less pages in this volume than in its pred- 
ecessor. 

It is recommended. 


Who’s who in California; a biographi- 
cal reference work of notable living 
men and women of California; ed. by 
Russell Holmes Fletcher. v.1, 1942-43. 
24cm. Los Angeles, Who’s who pub- 
lications co., c1941. Ixxxviii, 1026p. 
buckram $15. 

This is the first edition of what prom- 
ises to be a biennial publication. ‘The 
4,245 individuals whose names appear in 
the volume “. were either accepted 
for inclusion by a Committee of Ten or 
were nominated for that distinction by 
one or more whose names had already 
been accepted.” The editor makes it 


clear that “no one has paid, or can pay, 
for inclusion in Who’s who in Cali- 
fornia.” 

As is to be expected in a first volume 
of this kind, many prominent names are 
missing. Strangely enough a goodly num- 
ber of these are among the motion picture 
stars. Conspicuously absent also, how- 
ever, are biographies of Carrie Jacobs 
Bond, Myron Hunt, Judge Ben Lindsey, 
Alma Whitaker, and California’s State 
Librarian, Mabel R. Gillis. All of these 
are to be found in Who’s who in America, 
v.21. The preface states that repeated 
requests for data from certain individuals 
failed to elicit any response, which may 
account for some of the omissions. 

The entries under the letter E in Who’s 
who in California were looked up in 
Who’s who in America, v.21. Of the 89 
entries 64 were not to be found in Who’s 
who in America. Comparison of the en- 
tries under San Diego in the geographical 
indexes of the two publications revealed 
52 entries in Who’s who in America, 30 
of which were not listed in Who’s who in 
California. On the other hand, Who’s 
who in California showed 88 entries un- 
der San Diego, 23 of which were not 
listed in Who’s who in America. 

The biographical sketches, arranged in 
alphabetical order, give the facts usually 
recorded in dictionaries of this type. In 
Who's who in California, however, each 
phase of an individual’s biography has 
been paragraphed, causing the items to 
stand out clearly. There are indexes by 
cities and counties and by business and 
profession. More uniformity in designat- 
ing professional or business classification 
within the general headings is desirable. 
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Who's who in California is printed, 
double column, in small but clear and 
readable type on unglazed paper of good 
quality. The book is well bound in dark- 
blue library buckram. 

W ho’s who in California should be use- 
ful to libraries needing to supplement 
their California biographical materials. 
It is recommended. 


Your mastery of English, by Charles 
Swain Thomas. N.Y., P. F. Collier 
& son, c1941. $17.50; 5 per cent dis- 
count to libraries, schools, etc. 


This work consists of some sixty pam- 
phlets, arranged in six “imitation vol- 
umes” as follows: v.1, Your English and 
your personality ; v.2, Your command of 
English; v.3, Your command of written 
English ; v.4, Your reading and its value ; 
v.5, Your language and your thinking; 
v.6, Your manuscript and your publisher, 
and index to volumes | to 6. 

According to the publishers, Your mas- 
tery of English is a complete course in 
English, written by a distinguished edu- 
cator, with special sections prepared by 
other authorities. The author is well 
known to English teachers for his T each- 
ing of English in the secondary school, and 
as a professor to several generations of 
students at Harvard. 

The work is especially planned for 
those adults whose schooling may have 
been inadequate and who wish to remedy 
their lack of formal training with home 
study courses. 

Many of the pamphlets are replete with 
simple tests designed to correct common 
mistakes, such as “He invited John and 
I to the picnic,” or, “I could of won that 


game.” Space is provided for individual 
scoring by check mark, by writing in 
words, or by underlining the correct usage 
in case of multiple choice. Keys included 
in the pamphlets, will provide the reader 
with the answers and a method for grad- 
ing his work. Apt examples of literary 
forms are frequently used to illustrate 
good usage. 

In general the material is interestingly 
presented. Several units may prove useful 
to beginning teachers of high school Eng- 
lish. For example, in Book Two, the units 
on enunciation and pronunciation and the 
use of the voice in conversation are effec- 
tive introductions to a subject difficult to 
make attractive. Classes in public speak- 
ing will find worth while the units on the 
use of the telephone and radio, on public 
speaking, and after dinner speeches. An 
inexperienced teacher of creative writing 
might find the sections on creative writ- 
ing in Book Six useful. 

Units IV, LX, and X in Book Six on 
writing for a market, form of the manu- 
script, and rights in literary properties 
contain information not easily found else- 
where and are presented with unusual 
clarity. 

Some of the books would appear to re- 
quire group discussion and so would be 
unsuited to the individual user, e.g., Book 
Four on Your Reading and its values. 
The different reactions to the literary se- 
lections given are possible only when dis- 
cussion could bring them out. The tests in 
this book seem inadequate. This is proba- 
bly due to the difficulty of presenting 
objectively material which can have only 
a subjective reaction. Appreciation of 
poetry requires more than an objective 
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demonstration of the elements in its ap- 
peal. 

There has been some repetition of ma- 
terial from other sources, which is inevi- 
table in a work of this nature. Material 
on the writing of letters, both friendly 
and business, is readily available else- 
where. The material on propaganda in 
Book Four can be obtained from the In- 
stitute for propaganda analysis and other 
sources. The illustrations and examples 
given in these cases are excellent. 

The Bookman’s glossary in Book Six, 
which is available in reference books also, 
seems out of place and unnecessary here. 
It is too highly specialized for the type of 
person who would be using the set, even 
the prospective author. 

The index in Book Six seems fairly 
adequate, though selections discussed in 
the text are not always to be found 
through the index under both author and 
titles, e.g., Wordsworth’s “Daffodils” is 
listed under title but not under author. 

The fact that the set is in the form of 
pamphlets, enclosed in several boxes, and 
the inclusion of blanks and workbook 
material, makes it undesirable and incon- 
venient for use in a library. Subjects 
contained in the various boxes are over- 
lapping and the index from volume 6 
must be consulted to secure all the ma- 
terial on a given topic. 

Your mastery of English will have con- 
siderable value for individuals who wish a 
guided course of study. The illustrative 
material and examples will be useful to an 
inexperienced teacher. However, its in- 
convenient arrangement, its repetition of 
material easily found elsewhere, and its 
workbook characteristics, make it unsuit- 


able for library use, and, therefore, it is 
not recommended for libraries. 


NOTE 


Because of a conflict in titles The 
Catholic encyclopaedia dictionary, re- 
viewed in Subscription Books Bulletin, 
July 1931, is now being issued under the 
title 4 Catholic dictionary. According 
to the publishers this is a reprint of the 
original issued in a new binding. 
Formerly priced at $4, the volume is now 
listed at $1.98. 


PRICE CHANGE 


The G. & C. Merriam company an- 
nounces these new prices, effective De- 
cember 26, 1941: 

W ebster’s new international diction- 
ary, 2d ed. (reviewed in Subscription 
Books Bulletin, October 1934, p.58), 
buckram $22.50; sheep $27.50; 2v., 
buckram $27.50, sheep $32.50. 

The price of Webster’s new interna- 
tional dictionary, 2d ed., with reference 
history, has not been changed. 

W ebster’s collegiate dictionary, 5th ed. 
(reviewed in Subscription Books Bulletin, 
January 1938, p.13), green buckram $5; 
buckram $6. Thin paper ed.: blue buck- 
ram, with no thumb index, $3.50; blue 
buckram $4; red fabrikoid $5.50; black 
leather $7.50; limp pigskin, blue or light 
brown, $8.75. All, with the one excep- 
tion noted above, are thumb indexed. 


WANT LIST 
The Subscription Books Committee is 
anxious to examine copies of the publi- 
cations listed below, but has been unable 
to secure them from the publishers. Their 
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loan from some library or individual 
would be appreciated. 


Nelson’s encyclopedia. 1940 ed. 537 
S. Dearborn St., Chicago, Consoli- 
dated book publishers, inc. , 


Ridpath’s history of the world. 2d 
National bank building, Cincinnati, 
Ohio, Ridpath historical society. 


Young folks’ library. 130 N. Wells 
St., Chicago, Modern American co. 


ATTENTION, PUBLISHERS 


Subscription books publishers and their 
representatives are reminded that the 
work of the Subscription Books Commit- 
tee is conducted entirely on a voluntary 
basis and that most of the work is done 
on the individual’s own time. Partly for 
that reason personal visits are discouraged. 
Information which the publisher wishes 
to place before the Committee should be 
transmitted by mail. Past experience has 
shown that personal visits seldom yield 
information not already on hand or in- 





formation which, from the standpoint of 
the committee member, could not be more 


satisfactorily transmitted in writing. 
Written statements from publishers re- 
lieve the committee member of the neces- 
sity of preparing memoranda of inter- 
views and of the danger of misinterpret- 
ing something said in conversation. Asa 
time saver and as a protection to commit- 
tee members, therefore, publishers are 
asked to refrain from requesting inter- 
views except in extreme circumstances. 
If the committee member finds it neces- 
sary to refuse, the publisher or his repre- 
sentative will understand. 





aoe to quote a review in full 
is granted oniy to the publisher of 
the work reviewed. Permission to quote 
a review in part must be obtained from 
the American Library Association. 
Publishers of books or sets recom- 
mended herem wishing to refer to the 
Subscription Books Committee’s ap- 
praisal of their work should avoid such 
statements as “Recommended (or en- 
dorsed) by the A.L.A.” Such a state- 
ment falsely implies action on the part 
of the Association. 
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Better Business Bureaus 


NEW ENGLAND: 
MASSACHUSETTS 

52 Chauncy Street, Boston 
CONNECTICUT 

Stratford Hotel, Bridgeport 

190 Trumbull St., Hartford 
RHODE IsLAND 

58 Weybosset St., Providence 


MIDDLE ATLANTIC: 


New YorkK 
514 Ellicott Square, Buffalo 
211 E. Seneca Street, Ithaca 
405 Lexington Ave., New York City 
280 Broadway, New York City 
1423 Lincoln Alliance Bank Building, 

Rochester 

246 State Street, Schenectady 

NEW JERSEY 
2306 Pacific Avenue, Atlantic City 
Camden County C. of C., Camden 


MARYLAND 

602 Professional Bldg., Baltimore 
Districr oF COLUMBIA 

534 Evening Star Bldg., Washington 
PENNSYLVANIA 

1601 Chestnut St., Philadelphia 

1921 Oliver Bldg., Pittsburgh 

415 Chamber of Commerce Building, 

Scranton 


SOUTH ATLANTIC: 
VIRGINIA 

Central Nat. Bank Bldg., Richmond 
WEsT VIRGINIA 

704 Fourth St., Huntington 


GEORGIA 
Chamber of Commerce Bldg., Atlanta 
FLORIDA 
Chamber of Commerce Bldg., Jackson- 
ville 


913 Langford Bldg., Miami 


SOUTH AND SOUTHWEST: 


LOUISIANA 

615 Audubon Bldg., New Orleans 
OKLAHOMA 

508 Tulsa Bldg., Tulsa 
ARIZONA 

316 Title and Trust Bldg., Phoenix 
TEXAS 

320-27 Linz Bldg., Dallas 

1204 Burk Bennett Bldg., Fort Worth 

1201 Texas Ave., Houston 

810 Morris Plan Bank Building, San 

Antonio 


Missouri 
373 Arcade Bldg., St. Louis 
Lathrop Bldg., Kansas City 
MIDDLE WEST: 
OHIO 
608 Municipal Bldg., Akron 
715 C. of C. Bldg., Cincinnati 
216 Superior Ave., Cleveland 
35 East Gay St., Columbus 
516 Keith Bldg., Dayton 
510 Huron Bldg., Toledo 
ILLINOIS 
7 South Dearborn St., Chicago 
906 Lehmann Bldg., Peoria 
INDIANA 
1025 Lincoln Bank Tower, Fort Wayne 
930 Lemcke Bldg., Indianapolis 
Iowa 
512 Iowa-Des Moines National Bank 
Bldg., Des Moines 


KANSAS 

Chamber of Commerce, Wichita 
MICHIGAN 

1944 National Bank Bldg., Detroit 

Chamber of Commerce, Grand Rapids 
MINNESOTA 

210 Builders Exchange, Minneapolis 
NEBRASKA 

309 Richards Block, Lincoln 

Redick Tower, Omaha 


WISCONSIN 

710 Plankinton Ave., Milwaukee 
PACIFIC: 
CALIFORNIA 

1010 Lincoln Bldg., 742 S. Hill St., Los 

Angeles 

1005 J Street, Sacramento 

402 Southern Title Bldg., San Diego 

15 Stockton St., San Francisco 
OREGON 

308 Oregonian Bldg., Portland 
WASHINGTON 

725 First Ave., Spokane 

520 Washington Bldg., Tacoma 
CANADA: 
QUEBEC 

660 St. Catherine St. W., Montreal 
ONTARIO 

102 Bank St., Ottawa 

350 Bay St., Toronto 
MANITOBA 

613 Confederation Life Bldg., Winnipeg 
BriTisH COLUMBIA 

789 W. Pender St., Vancouver 














